First Grade

Grade Level Overview

The Cambridge School



ThC Cambridge SChOOl is a JK-12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.

Language Arts

* Learn language arts skills and
concepts through an integrated and
multi-sensory program that includes:
phonics, dictation, reading and
spelling of multi-syllable words

Build reading skills and comprehension
strategies through teacher-guided
reading across the curriculum

Learn beginning grammar:
identify parts of speech (nouns,
verbs, adjectives, adverbs)

Learn how to label and diagram
sentences

Learn about possessive apostrophes,
commas in a series, and contractions

Literature

* Read a selection of books including:
Strega Nona, The North Wind and
the Sun, Corduroy, The Snowman, Jack
and the Beanstalk, Gregory’s Shadow,
Miss Nelson is Missing, The Tale of Peter
Rabbit, and Bread and Jam for Frances

Begin to construct a simple story
map and identify literary devices:
onomatopoeia, rhyme, repetition,
characterization, and simile

History

* California history including:
Spanish explorers, early California
history, and the transcontinental
railroad

* Basic geography including: maps,
United States map, land forms,
United States and California symbols,
and California geography and regions
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Bible

* Understand New Testament stories
and major personalities, the Gospel,
salvation and forgiveness, prayer,
and thankfulness

* Read and discuss catechism
questions and answers

Science

* Understand concepts including:
classifying, insect review, matter,
force and motion, weather, magnets,
light, and the solar system

»

Math >
* Comprehend mathematics skills

and concepts including: number

bonds, addition/subtraction facts

to 100, comparing numbers, word

problems, multiplication, division,

halves/fourths, time/calendar,

coins, shapes, length, weight, and

capacity (Singapore Math)

Latin

* Memorize vocabulary through songs,
games, and pictures

Mandarin
* Build vocabulary
* Recognize more Chinese characters

* Learn basic character strokes

Art

Learn the basic fundamentals of art
through the elements of design

Learn about the work and
lives of well-known artists &

Music

Learn the first steps of notation, note
duration (whole, half, quarter, eighth
notes, and rests), 5 notes on the treble
clef staff, and basic rules of writing
music symbols

Focus on rhythmic patterns, musical
forms (AB and ABC variations), melody,
and harmony (simple ostinato)

Continue dancing along while singing
folk songs and accompanying on
percussion instruments

Listen to classical music of different
eras and learn simple concepts of
music appreciation

Physical Education

Increase physical competence in
fundamental movement patterns

Warm up, practice a skill, perform a
workout using the skill, and play a game

Motor lab: develop fundamental
physical skills to support academic
success

Memory Work

Scriptures, hymns, songs,
chants, and jingles

Poetry relevant to the curriculum

Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely

For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.



