
Second Grade

The Cambridge School

Grade Level Overview



Science
•	Understand concepts including: 

atoms and matter, water cycle, sound, 
animal/plant adaptations, ecosystems, 
simple machines, and the human body

•	Mummify a chicken
•	Learn through discovery and labs

Math
•	Comprehend mathematics skills  

and concepts including: numbers 
to 1,000, addition and subtraction, 
with vertical algorithm, bar models, 
multiplication and division of 2, 3,  
4, 5 & 10, simple fractions, time, 
length, capacity, money, mental  
math, and manipulating between 
place values

Latin
•	Memorize vocabulary through songs, 

games, and pictures
•	Read and write Latin words with 

assistance

Mandarin
•	Focus on learning and mastering pinyin 

by recognizing and writing Chinese 
characters with proper stroke order

•	Build vocabulary and read without 
pinyin

Memory Work
•	Scriptures, hymns, songs,  

chants, and jingles
•	Poetry relevant to the curriculum

Art
•	Learn about and imitate the arts  

of Egypt
•	Acquire an appreciation for all  

forms of art
•	Build confidence with one’s creativity
•	Learn the basic fundamentals of art 

through the elements of design
•	Learn about the work and  

lives of well-known artists

Music
•	Learn proper techniques and how to 

play the recorder from notation
•	Learn note values in relation to 

fractions, major tonalities, expressive 
markings, and variations of tempo

•	Develop skills in writing notation and 
accurately performing rhythm patterns

•	Play melodies and accompaniments 
from a varied repertoire of music from 
diverse cultures using recorders and 
percussion instruments

•	Recognize the influence of  
various cultures on music  
and continue listening to and  
discussing classical music

Physical Education
•	 Increase physical competence in 

fundamental movement patterns
•	Warm up, practice a skill, perform a 

workout using the skill, and play a game
•	Motor lab: develop fundamental 

physical skills to support academic 
success

Language Arts
•	Learn language arts skills and 

concepts through an integrated and 
multi-sensory program that includes: 
phonics, dictation, penmanship, 
literature, vocabulary, reading 
across the curriculum, and reading 
comprehension strategies

•	Learn spelling words and strategies 
from Wise Guide for Spelling

•	Focus on learning and diagramming  
all 8 parts of speech

•	Learn simple paragraph structure 
compositions

•	Practice paragraph writing, editing, 
and friendly letter writing

Literature
•	Read a selection of books including: 

Junior Great Books Pegasus and Sun 
Series, The Bears on Hemlock Mountain, 
The Courage of Sarah Noble, and Little 
House in the Big Woods

History
•	Overview from Creation through 

Egypt’s fall to Rome—through a  
Biblical lens

Bible
•	Understand major concepts, themes, 

people, and events from Genesis 
through Joshua—God’s covenant  
with His people

•	Read and discuss catechism  
questions and answers

Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely
For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.

�The Cambridge School is a JK–12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within  
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.  
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,  
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.
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