
Third Grade

The Cambridge School

Grade Level Overview



Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely
For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.

�The Cambridge School is a JK–12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within  
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.  
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,  
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.

Bible
•	Understand major concepts, themes, 

people and events from Judges 
through Malachi (with the exception 
of the major and minor prophets which 
are studied in 4th grade)

•	Read and discuss catechism  
questions and answers

Science
•	Understand physical science  

concepts including: energy, light, 
matter, and density

•	Understand life science concepts 
including: functions of roots, stems 
and leaves, photosynthesis, and  
plant reproduction

•	Understand earth and space  
science concepts including: sun, 
moon, stars, and planets

Math
•	Comprehend mathematics skills  

and concepts including: numbers to 
10,000, mental math, estimation, 
addition and subtraction to 10,000, 
money and fractions, time, metric and 
customary length, weight and volume, 
angles and lines, two-dimensional 
shapes and solid figures, area, and 
perimeter

•	Learn bar modeling for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication,  
and division

Latin
•	Begin study of grammar while 

continuing to build vocabulary

Mandarin
•	Focus on recognizing Chinese 

characters
•	Build vocabulary and sentence  

patterns, simple grammar, read  
without pinyin, and write more  
complex Chinese characters

Art
•	Advance in understanding of  

elements of design
•	Learn about the work and  

lives of well-known artists

Music
•	Continue developing skills in playing 

recorder and percussion instruments 
with heightened intensity

•	Sing and play major, minor scales,  
and melodies from notation using 
awareness of tone, color, and variations 
of tempo, and work on more difficult 
rhythm patterns

•	Sing rounds in 2 and 3 parts, learn 
conducting in 2/4 and 3/4 time

•	Participate in Music Memory program 
by studying 16 classical pieces and 
famous composers from Renaissance 
through Modern periods

Physical Education
•	Develop more advanced-sports  

related skills and fundamental rules
•	Learn how to play as a member of a 

team and apply advanced skills to  
a match situation

Language Arts
•	Learn language arts skills and 

concepts through an integrated and 
multi-sensory program that includes: 
phonics, dictation, penmanship, 
literature, vocabulary, and reading 
across the curriculum

•	Recieve complete formal phonics 
instruction

•	Label and diagram the 8 parts of 
speech and 6 parts of a sentence

•	Learn writing skills and forms  
through progymnasmata

Literature
•	Read a selection of books  

and short stories including: Black  
Ships Before Troy, D’Aulaires’ Book of 
Greek Myths, Charlotte’s Web, and  
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

History
•	Overview of major events, people, 

concepts, and legacies from Ancient 
Greece and Rome—through a Biblical 
lens

Memory Work
•	Scriptures, hymns, songs, chants,  

and jingles
•	Poetry relevant to the curriculum
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