
Fourth Grade

The Cambridge School

Grade Level Overview



Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely
For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.

�The Cambridge School is a JK–12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within  
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.  
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,  
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.

Language Arts
•	Learn language arts skills and 

concepts through an integrated and 
multi-sensory program that includes: 
spelling rules, penmanship, literature, 
grammar, vocabulary, reading 
across the curricula, and reading 
comprehension strategies

•	Learn writing skills and forms  
through progymnasmata

Literature
•	Read a selection of books and  

short stories including: Beowulf,  
The Door in the Wall, Adam of the  
Road, Dangerous Journey

•	Create story maps and discuss  
theme, context, reversal, recognition, 
plot, characters, and climax

History
•	Overview of major events, people,  

and concepts from the Middle Ages, 
the Renaissance, and the Reformation— 
through a Biblical lens

Bible
•	Understand major concepts,  

themes, people and events from 
Chronicles through Malachi— 
the major and minor prophets

•	Read and discuss catechism  
questions and answers

Art
•	Acquire an appreciation for all  

forms of art
•	Build confidence with one’s creativity
•	Learn the basic fundamentals of art 

through the elements of design
•	Learn about the work and lives of  

well-known artists  

Music
•	Learn to analyze how different elements 

are used in music from many cultures 
as they increase musical skills by 
singing and playing the recorder and 
percussion instruments

•	 Introduce historical aspects of Medieval 
and Renaissance periods by listening 
and comparing musical pieces and 
looking at early notation

•	Continue developing skills in playing 
instruments and singing from notation 
in rounds and harmony, and experience 
more scales of major and minor 
tonalities

•	Participate in the Music  
Memory program by studying  
16 classical pieces and famous 
composers from Renaissance  
through Modern periods

Physical Education
•	Develop more advanced-sports  

related skills and fundamental rules
•	Learn how to play as a member of a 

team and apply advanced skills to  
a match situation

Science
•	Understand concepts including: 

magnetism and electricity, rocks  
and minerals, Renaissance science, 
and ecological food chains

Math
•	Comprehend mathematics skills  

and concepts including: place value 
and whole numbers, estimation 
and number theory, whole number 
multiplication and division, data and 
probability, factors and multiples, 
negative and positive numbers, 
word problems, fractions and mixed 
numbers, division and multiplication, 
decimals, adding and subtracting 
decimals, angles, perpendicular and 
parallel lines, squares and rectangles, 
area and perimeter, symmetry,  
and tessellations

Latin
•	Begin study of grammar while 

continuing to build vocabulary

Memory Work
•	Scriptures, hymns, songs, chants,  

and jingles
•	Poetry relevant to the curriculum

F O U R T H  G R A D E  O V E R V I E W


