
Fifth Grade

The Cambridge School

Grade Level Overview



Language Arts
•	Learn language arts skills and 

concepts through an integrated and 
multi-sensory program that includes: 
spelling rules, penmanship, literature, 
grammar, vocabulary, reading 
across the curricula, and reading 
comprehension strategies

•	Learn writing skills and forms  
through progymnasmata

Literature
•	Read a selection of books and  

short stories including:  
Johnny Tremain, The Bronze Bow,  
The Witch of Blackbird Pond, and  
Carry On, Mr. Bowditch

•	Create story maps and discuss  
theme, context, reversal, recognition, 
plot, characters, and climax

History
•	Overview of major events, people,  

and concepts from American history  
(1492 to 1820), with relevant  
geography

Memory Work
•	Scriptures, hymns, songs,  

chants, and jingles
•	Poetry relevant to the curriculum

Art
•	Acquire an appreciation for all  

forms of art
•	Build confidence with one’s creativity
•	Learn the basic fundamentals of art 

through the elements of design
•	Learn about the work and lives of  

well-known artists  

Music
•	Learn folk music of the United States 

comparing songs of different regions
•	Learn to create simple melodies  

based on pentatonic scales and write 
them on the treble clef staff, perfecting 
rules of notation

•	Continue developing skills in playing 
recorder and singing in rounds and 
harmony

•	Participate in Music Memory  
program by studying 16 classical  
pieces and famous composers  
from Renaissance through  
Modern periods

Physical Education
•	Develop more advanced-sports  

related skills and fundamental rules
•	Learn how to play as a member of a 

team and apply advanced skills to  
a match situation

Bible
•	Understand the harmony of the 

Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke  
and John

•	Study the birth, ministry, death,  
and resurrection of Jesus

•	Learn the culture and geography 
of Palestine at the time of Christ’s 
ministry

•	Read and discuss catechism  
questions and answers

Science
•	Understand concepts including: 

navigation and the earth, matter,  
Isaac Newton, force and motion,  
and the human body

Math
•	Solve problems with computational 

skills and reasoning abilities
•	Comprehend mathematics skills  

and concepts including: the four 
operations, whole numbers through 
billions (fractions and decimals), 
perimeter, area and surface area of 
rectangles, squares, triangles and 
parallelograms, geometrical concepts 
of measures, volumes of rectangular 
prisms, angles, topics of percentage, 
average and rate

Latin
•	Learn more grammatical structure 

while continuing to build vocabulary

Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely
For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.

�The Cambridge School is a JK–12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within  
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.  
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,  
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.
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