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Grade Level Overview



�The Cambridge School is a JK–12 school in the classical, Christian tradition, and a model school within  
our peer association, serving over 300 ethnically and socio-economically diverse students in North County San Diego.  
We began in 2006 with nine students in kindergarten and first grade. By adding one new grade each year since then,  
we are now an established institution that uniquely combines classical education principles with a Christian worldview.

Language Arts
•	Phonemic awareness: identify, 

discuss, and work with individual 
sounds in spoken words  
(e.g. blending, segmenting)

•	Phonics: recognize relationships 
between the letters of written 
language and the individual sounds  
of spoken language for the purpose  
of reading and writing  
(e.g. flashcards, dictation, word  
sorts, phonics rules songs, and 
reading/spelling with letter tiles)

•	Fluency: read text accurately,  
quickly, and with expression 
(so attention can be devoted  
to comprehension)

Literature
•	Learn comprehension strategies 

including retelling stories orally  
and reenacting stories through 
dramatic presentations

•	Read classic fairy tales such as  
Three Little Pigs and The Little Red  
Hen, as well as folk tales and  
unit-related literature

History
•	Christopher Columbus, Abraham 

Lincoln, and the Thanksgiving story
•	Seven continents of the world
•	Maps, directions, and community

Memory Work
•	Scriptures, hymns, songs,  

chants, and jingles
•	Poetry relevant to the curriculum

Bible
•	Understand godly attributes of 

significant personalities in the  
Old Testament

•	Read and discuss catechism  
questions and answers

Science
•	Understand concepts including:  

seasons, the human body, plants, 
insects, farm animals, and life cycles

•	Appreciate the beauty and complexity 
of God’s creation

Math
•	Use concrete objects before  

abstract symbols to understand 
various number concepts patterns, 
word problems, addition and 
subratction to ten, measurement, 
telling time, identifying and using 
money, and ordinal numbers

Mandarin
•	 Introduce the sounds of Chinese  

and the four tones 
•	Recognize simple Chinese characters 

and build vocabulary

Art
•	 Introduce the elements of art:  

line, shape, color, and pattern
•	Learn about the work and lives of  

well-known artists

Latin
•	Memorize vocabulary through  

songs, games, and pictures

Music
•	Learn about orchestras and marching 

bands while listening to different music 
selections and the musical story “Peter 
and the Wolf“ by Prokofiev

•	Describe melodic movement in terms 
of up, down, same, step, and skip 

•	Recognize repetition and contrast of 
melodic and rhythmic phrases

•	Perform simple dances in order to 
experience different forms in music

•	Learn to distinguish between beat  
and rhythmic patterns of melody,  
and read rhythm symbols using  
Orff method syllables

Physical Education
•	 Increase physical competence in 

fundamental movement patterns
•	Warm up, practice a skill, perform a 

workout using the skill, and play a game
•	Motor lab: develop fundamental 

physical skills to support academic 
success

Social Curriculum
•	Rhetorical thinking curriculum
•	FIE (Feuerstein’s Instrumental 

Enrichment)
•	The Incredible Flexible You:  

teaches students to be flexible  
social thinkers and problem solvers 
through story-telling, structured  
play, and specific vocabulary

Educating the Next Generation to Think Well, Love Rightly, and Live Wisely
For more information or to submit an application for the coming year, visit cambridgeclassical.org.
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